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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

Hospitals for Diseases Dangerous to the Public Health— Inspection by State Board 
of Health. (Chap. 647, Act June 9, 1914.) 

Section 1. Section 35 of chapter 75 of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter 613 
of the acts of the year 1911, and by chapter 151 ' of the acts of the year 1912, is hereby 
further amended by inserting after the word "hospitals," in the 21st line, the words: 
"and of all other hospitals, sanitaria, asylums, homes, prisons, and dispensaries, both 
public and private, caring for diseases dangerous to the public health," and also by 
inserting after the word "necessary," in the 22d line, the following: "and report as to 
the condition and needs of such hospitals, sanitaria, asylums, homes, prisons, and dis- 
pensaries, to those responsible for the management of the said institutions," so that 
the third sentence of the said section will read as follows: 

Plans for the construction of the said hospitals shall be approved by the State 
board of health, before the hospitals are constructed, and the State inspectors of 
health shall annually make such examination of said hospitals, and of all other hos- 
pitals, sanitaria, asylums, homes, prisons, and dispensaries, both public and private, 
caring for diseases dangerous to the public health, as in the opinion of the State board 
of health may be necessary, and report as to the condition and needs of such hospitals, 
sanitaria, asylums, homes, prisons, and dispensaries, to those responsible for the 
management of the said institutions. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Milk — Sale of— Permit from Board of Health of Municipality Required — Revocation 
and Renewal of Permits. (Chap. 744, Act July 3, 1914.) 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any producer of milk or dealer in milk to sell or 
deliver for sale in any city or town in the commonwealth any milk produced or dealt 
in by him without first obtaining from the board of health of such city or town a permit 
authorizing such sale or delivery. Said boards of health are hereby authorized to 
issue such permits after an inspection, satisfactory to them, of the place in which and 
of the circumstances under which such milk is produced, has been made by them or 
by their authorized agent. Any permit so granted may contain such reasonable con- 
ditions as said board may think suitable for protecting the public health and may be 
revoked for failure to comply with any of such conditions. No charge shall be made 
to the producer for the permit or for the inspection of the dairy where the milk is 
produced. 

Sec. 2. In case any permit so granted is revoked, the board revoking the permit 
shall immediately send notice of the revocation to the State board of health, and the 
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State board of health shall at once inform the boards of health of other cities and towns 
in the commonwealth where, in its judgment, milk produced by the dairy to which 
the permit relates would be likely to be sold or delivered for sale, and the State board 
of health shall also give notice of such revocation to any dealer in milk who, in the 
judgment of the board, would be likely to purchase milk from such dairy; and upon 
receipt of such notice it shall be unlawful for any dealer so notified to sellor offer for 
sale in this commonwealth milk from the said dairy. 

Sec. 3. After a permit has been revoked, it may be renewed in the same way in 
which the original permit was issued, in which case the same form of notification shall 
follow as is required in the issuance of the original permit. 

Sec. 4. Any person, firm, or corporation violating any provision of this act shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for each offence. 

Sec 5. It shall be the duty of the State board of health to enforce the provisions of 
section two of this act. 

Sec 6. It shall be the duty of the inspectors of milk appointed by the boards of 
health of cities and towns to enforce the provisions of section one, so far as relates to 
the milk supply of their respective cities and towns. 

Habit-Forming Drugs— Sale of. (Chap. 694, Act Jane 22, 1914.) 

Section 1. On and after the 1st day of January, 1915, it shall be unlawful for any 
person, firm, or corporation to sell, furnish, give away, or deliver any opium, morphine, 
heroin, codeine, cannabis indica, cannabis sativa, or any preparation thereof, or any 
salt or compound of the said substances, except upon the written prescription or written 
order of a registered physician, dentist, or veterinary surgeon, bearing the name of 
the physician, dentist, or veterinary surgeon giving it, which prescription when filled 
shall show the date of each filling and shall be retained on file by the druggist filling it 
for a period of at least two years, and it shall not again be filled except upon the order 
of the prescriber, given in person or in writing. The prescription shall not be copied, 
except for the purpose of record by the druggist filling the same, and it shall at all 
times be open to inspection by the officers of the State board of health, the board of 
registration in pharmacy and its authorized agents, and by the police authorities and 
police officers of cities and towns. But the provisions of this act Bhall not apply to 
prescriptions, nor to the sale, distribution, giving away, or dispensing of preparations 
and remedies, if such prescriptions, preparations, or remedies do not contain more than 
two grains of opium or more than one-quarter of a grain of morphine, or more than one- 
quarter of a grain of heroin, or more than one grain of codeine, or more than one-half of 
a grain of extract of cannabis indica, or more than one-half of a grain of extract of 
cannabis sativa, or any salt or compound of any of them in one fluid ounce, or, if a 
solid or semisolid preparation, to the avoirdupois ounce; nor to liniments, ointments, 
or other preparations which are prepared for external use only; nor to preparations 
containing any of the said substances which are sold in good faith for diarrhea or cholera 
or neuralgia, and which do not contain more than six grains of opium or more than 
three-quarters of a grain of morphine to each fluid ounce, or, if a solid or semisolid 
preparation, to the avoirdupois ounce; nor to Dover's powder; nor to veterinary prep- 
arations containing not over ten grains of opium or more than one grain and a quarter 
of morphine to each fluid ounce, or, if a solid or semisolid preparation, to the avoir- 
dupois ounce; nor to compound medicinal tablets, pills, or powders containing not 
over one-twentieth of a grain of morphine or one-quarter of a grain of codeine or any 
of their salts, except heroin, to each pill, powder, or tablet: Provided, That such 
preparations, remedies, or prescriptions are sold, distributed, given away, or dispensed 
in good faith as medicines, and not sold for the purpose of evading the provisions of 
this act. 



